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Its Just Fate wins $75,000 ITOBA Stallion Season Stake

at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino
Story by Tammy Knox
Photos by Linscott Photography
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SHELBYVILLE, Ind.; — June 9, 2018 — There was little surprise in the fifth running of the ITOBA Stallion Season Stake at Indiana
Grand Saturday, June 9. Its Just Fate and Rodney Prescott picked up their second straight stakes victory, scoring a gate to wire effort.

Trained by Wayne Mogge, Its Just Fate broke well out of the gate and responded to Prescott’s signal to move straight to the top. There,
the three-year-old Skylord gelding took control of the pace of the race with Rectified and Andres Ulloa sitting to their outside in stalk-
ing position. Garrison K and Marcelino Pedroza saved ground along the inside and tracked the progress of Its Just Fate before dropping
back down the backstretch. Its Just
Fate and Rectified began to draw ;
off from the rest of the field. JE‘ ;.E‘..“ 138
Heading into the turn, Garrison K
began to make a move along the
inside and closed the gap on the
top two. In mid-turn, Prescott,
looked under his shoulder to see
who was closing in and tapped Its i o
Just Fate for a little more. Garri- | B U " U e '
son K was in the middle of a big ' " -
kick for Pedroza and at the top of
the stretch, was poised to move
right on by the leader. However,
the bigger Its Just Fate had quite
a bit left for the stretch drive and
drew off from Garrison K for the
five and one-half length victory.
Garrison K was a strong second,
crossing under the wire more than
12 lengths ahead of Shatterproof
and Santo Sanjur, who closed late
for third. The time of the one mile
event was 1:39.17 seconds.

“They let us get by with real easy fractions tonight,” said Prescott. “He was relaxed and when I called on him he really finished well.”

Its Just Fate is now four for seven in his career for owners Patrick and Donald Donahoe, who are also the breeders. He increased his
career bankroll to more than $168,000. The ITOBA Stallion Season Stake was his second stakes win. Prescott, who has been on him in
all seven of his career starts, also won the $100,000 Sagamore Sired Stakes with the gelding in late May.

“We were a little concerned about running him back in 17 days and he had never run a route of ground before, so that concerned us too,
but he handled it well,” said Mogge. “I’m not sure what his next start will be. I haven’t even looked yet.”

Mogge had one other horse that garnered a lot of attention Saturday at Indiana Grand. Let’s Dial Minnie, a first time starter for Steve
Cauthen’s Dreamfields, Inc. along with owners Don Brady and Porter Thompson, ran third in the second race, just minutes after Justify
crossed the wire as the sport’s latest Triple Crown winner. Cauthen was interviewed in the winner’s circle by Rachel McLaughlin, on-air
racing personality, and talked about the Triple Crown experience, noting, “You have to have a good horse to win the Triple Crown. Not
many horses can win the Triple Crown. I know Mike (Smith) and he’s a great guy. I’'m very happy for him.”

Cauthen won the Triple Crown aboard Affirmed in 1978 at the age of 17. He was an international sensation and was featured on numer-

ous publications, including Sports Illustrated during his run for the Triple Crown. The Hall of Famer now concentrates on raising and
racing horses from his farm in Verona, Ky.
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The 16th season of Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing continues through Wednesday, Nov. 7. Racing is conducted Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday at 2:05 p.m. EST with Saturday racing beginning at 6:05 p.m. EST. Two special Thursday racing dates will be
held July 19 and Sept. 6 with a 2:05 p.m. EST post time.

About Indiana Grand Racing & Casino: Indiana Grand Racing & Casino holds multiple awards for customer service, entertainment,
gaming, dining, and diversity. Located in Shelbyville, Ind., Indiana Grand features 2,200 of the latest slots and electronic table games
in addition to a one-mile dirt race course and a seven-eighths mile turf course offering live Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing
each year. Simulcast wagering is also offered year-round at Winner s Circle Brewpub & OTB located on the casino floor as well as a
Winner's Circle OTB located in Clarksville, Ind.
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