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Pinch Hit Hits Home Run in $100,000 Mari Hulman George

at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino
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Photo by Linscott Photography

SHELBYVILLE, Ind. (July 14, 2018) -- Richard Klein’s Pinch Hit
might not have knocked it out of the park but the 4-year-old filly was
safe at home, capturing Saturday’s $100,000 Mari Hulman George
Stakes by three-quarters of a length over Awestruck.

Pinch Hit and front-running Awestruck hooked up coming out of the
far turn, but Awestruck looked like she might have put away the race
in mid-stretch. However, Pinch Hit and Julien Leparoux from the
outside came back on to wear down Awestruck while finishing 1 1/16
miles in 1:43.92. She paid $5.60 to win as the 9-5 favorite in the field
of six. Dutch Parrot, at 23-1 the longest shot in the field, closed to
finished another 3 1/4 lengths back in third, edging Torrent and Sum-
mer Luck, with Promise of Spring rounding out the field.

“We went slow the first part of the race, and we came head to head at
the quarter pole — knowing that we just keep going together,” Lepa-
roux said. “Gosh, she fought back on me. About the sixteenth pole, my filly started to go ahead, and she won the race. So that’s good.
But it was a good battle in the stretch.”

Said Klein: “I thought on the turn, we were the winner. Around the
eighth pole, I thought the other one had a little more left. Then when
I saw Julien get after her, I thought she had a lot left. He said she gal-
loped out great.”

Brian Hernandez Jr., who rode Awestruck, noted that Pinch Hit al-
ready was a stakes winner, taking last fall’s Dogwood at Churchill
Downs.

“We had the perfect trip,” Hernandez said. “Pinch Hit’s a stakes-win-
ner, and she was able to just out-grind us late. This filly is getting bet-
ter and better each race. You’ve got to be proud of her. She ran hard.”

Trained by Brad Cox, Pinch Hit now is 5-3-0- in 13 starts. In two
prior starts this year, she was fourth in Churchill’s Grade 3 Winning
Colors and a close second in a mile allowance race. Klein said her next start is likely to be Ellis Park’s Aug. 12 Groupie Doll, a Grade
3 stakes at a mile that Cox won last year with Mari Hulman George winner Tiger Moth.

The daughter of Harlan’s Holiday is special to Klein.

“This is the horse that won the day before my dad died,” he said of Bert Klein, a
Louisville banker and philanthropist who bred and raced horses with his wife, Elaine,
and their son. “He’s buried with the silks from that race, buried with a picture of her
winning. Then she won an allowance race at 19-1 on my mother’s birthday. This is
part of the broodmare band one day. I’'m not letting her go.”

Klein also bred the winner of the race preceding the stakes, with the gelding Pitch
Count taking an allowance race with an option $25,000 claiming price (for which he
was entered and indeed claimed). Both Pinch Hit and Pitch Count are out of the Klein
mare Change Up.

The 16th season of Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing continues through
Wednesday, Nov. 7. Racing is conducted Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 2:05 p.m.
EST with Saturday racing beginning at 6:05 p.m. EST. Two special Thursday racing
dates will be held July 19 and Sept. 6 with a 2:05 p.m. EST post time.

About Indiana Grand Racing & Casino: Indiana Grand Racing & Casino holds mul-
tiple awards for customer service, entertainment, gaming, dining, and diversity. Locat-
ed in Shelbyville, Ind., Indiana Grand features 2,200 of the latest slots and electronic
table games in addition to a one-mile dirt race course and a seven-eighths mile turf
course offering live Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing each year. Simulcast wa-
gering is also offered year-round at Winner’s Circle Brewpub & OTB located on the
casino floor as well as a Winner’s Circle OTB located in Clarksville, Ind.
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