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SHELBYVILLE, Ind.; – Oct. 4, 2017 – Everything lined up perfectly for 
Crafty Spector in the 17th running of the Gus Grissom Stakes Wednesday, 
Oct. 4 at Indiana Grand. As a result, the five-year-old gelding took advantage 
of his surroundings and rallied home as the upset winner for owner-trainer 
John Haran.

Guided by Jockey Alex Contreras, Crafty Spector left the starting gate hand-
ily from the center of the pack in the 12-horse field. Evader and Jon Court 
grabbed the early lead on the inside and Derby Express and Malcolm Frank-
lin sat to their outside to press the early pace in the one and one-sixteenth 
mile event. Contreras was able to keep Crafty Spector just to the outside of 
Calandave and Tommy Pompell in the early goings in fourth and stay close 
to the leaders down the backstretch.

In the turn, Contreras began to ask Crafty Spector for a little more exertion, 
and he readily delivered. Maintaining a spot in the center of the track, the 
duo began to move forward with only Derby Express left to overtake in the 
stretch. Both horses dug in gamely to the wire, but in the end, it was Crafty 

Spector who crossed under the wire first by one and one-half lengths for the win over Derby Express. Operation Stevie and Constantino Roman rallied 
from off the pace to close well for third. The time of the race was 1:44.02.

“I knew this horse had a little speed,” said Contreras, who recorded his third 
win of the day with Crafty Spector. “I talked with John (Haran) before the 
race and he said he wanted me to keep pressure on the front ones, which we 
were able to do. I wanted to stay close enough and the trip worked out per-
fectly. When it was time to go, I asked him and he got it done.”

Crafty Spector, the sixth choice of the field, paid $39.80, $19.20, and $7.40 
across the board. The son of Bye Bye Crafty earned his seventh career win in 
28 career starts and picked up his fourth win in 10 starts for 2017 for Haran, 
who is having a banner year at Indiana Grand.

“I claimed this horse for $5,000 at Hawthorne two years ago,” said Haran. 
“He is a race horse and he improves every year and is getting better. I’ve been 
running him in some really tough spots but he’s very honest and tries very 
hard. He’s very easy to train, which means a lot. When you have one that is 
easy to train and they have a good mind, it makes it a lot easier.”

Haran is currently ranked third in the trainer standings this season. His win 
with Crafty Spector was his 32nd trip to the winner’s circle in Indiana for 
2017. The native of Ireland has been racing horses in the United States for the past 32 years. Although he still calls Chicago home and that is where his 
farm is located, he is investing in the racing program in Indiana.

“I bought six very nice Indiana breds this spring,” said Haran. “And, of those six, I’ve only raced one so far, so we are looking forward to racing them. 
We’ve had a great year and we have been very blessed.”

The 15th season of Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing continues through Friday, Oct. 27. Racing is conducted Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
at 2:05 p.m. with Saturday racing beginning at 6:05 p.m. Additional racing days will be held Thursday, Oct. 19 and Thursday, Oct. 26 beginning at 
2:05 p.m.

About Indiana Grand Racing & Casino: Indiana Grand Racing & Casino holds multiple awards from industry publications for customer service, en-
tertainment, gaming and dining. Located in Shelbyville, Ind., Indiana Grand features 2,200 of the latest slots and electronic table games in addition to 
a one-mile dirt race course and a seven-eighths mile turf course offering live Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing each year. Simulcast wagering 
is also offered year-round at Winner’s Circle Brewpub & OTB located on the casino floor as well as an off-track betting facility located in Clarksville, 
Ind. For more information, please visit www.IndianaGrand.com.
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