
SHELBYVILLE, Ind.; – July 12, 2017 
– Post positions have been drawn for the 
Grade III $500,000 Indiana Derby Satur-
day, July 15 at Indiana Grand Racing & 
Casino. The early morning line odds have 
been established and Irap has been select-
ed as the favorite at odds of 8-5 from post 
two in the 11-horse lineup.

Owned by J. Paul Reddam’s Reddam Rac-
ing LLC and trained by Doug O’Neill, 
Irap burst onto the scene in early April 
when he surprised the racing world with 
his 31-1 upset in the $1 million Grade II 
Blue Grass Stakes at Keeneland. He start-
ed in the Kentucky Derby but early traf-
fic left him without a desirable trip and he 
finished 18th. Irap bounced back with an 
impressive performance in his last start, 
a victory in the Grade III $500,000 Ohio 
Derby. Jockey Mario Gutierrez, who rode 
Irap in the Kentucky Derby, will be back 
aboard for the 23rd running of the Indiana 
Derby.

“We are really happy about his ground-
saving post,” said O’Neill via text following the draw. “He’s doing really well.”

Irap arrived at Indiana Grand Sunday, July 9 and has had the opportunity to get on Indiana Grand’s oval this week in preparation for Saturday’s race. 
The royally-bred son of Tiznow will face second choice Untrapped again, who finished third to him in the Ohio Derby.

Trained by Steve Asmussen, Untrapped also competed in this year’s Kentucky Derby, finishing 12th. The Trappe Shot colt, owned by Michael Lang-
ford, has been selected as the second choice on the morning line at odds of 6-1 and will begin from post nine with Jockey Ricardo Santana Jr. aboard.

The Indiana Derby will also have some crossover horsepower as Hall of Fame Indy Car Driver A.J. Foyt will have a horse in the field. Foyt owns 
Colonelsdarktemper, who finished second in his last start in the Grade III Matt Winn at Churchill Downs. Trained by William “Jinks” Fires, the Colonel 
John colt will be ridden by two-time Indiana Derby winning jockey Jon Court from post 10 at odds of 10-1.

“At least we didn’t draw the one,” said Court, who thinks his outside post works in his favor since the horse to beat (Irap) drew inside. “I can dictate a 
little bit how I can place myself. Hopefully, we’ll come up with a strategy and we can execute it. If not, we’ll go to Plan B. Sometimes Place C comes 
into play.”

Another horse that will get early play in the Indiana Derby field is Awesome Saturday, who starts from post eight with jockey Brian Hernandez Jr. 
aboard. The Any Given Saturday colt has a very impressive win in his last start at Churchill Downs and will be making his first start against stakes 
company in Saturday’s Indiana Derby.

 “Sounds like there’s a bit of speed in there,” said Brian Hernandez Jr. “Being somewhat on the outside, we’ll be able to see what everybody else does 
going into the first turn.”

Hernandez knows that Irap will be the one to watch the closest on Saturday night.

“Just off his last race, he (Irap) showed where he doesn’t have to be on the lead and he was able to run down Girvin,” added Hernandez Jr. “We’re just 
going to have to go out there, trust our horse, let him put himself where he needs to be and let our horse do his own thing. We can’t go out there and 
worry about what they’re going to do.  We just have to do what we need to do.”

Watch Me Whip was a late addition to the race as a supplement for Trainer Dale Romans and the Albaugh Family Stable. He will begin from post 11 
at odds of 10-1 for three-time Indiana Derby winning jockey Robby Albarado.

“Hopefully we can get tucked in,” said Jason Loutsch, co-owner and racing manager for Watch Me Whip. “We’re either going to have to go out of 
the gate or we’re going to tuck way back. We’ll have to analyze the race and come up with a plan. We’re just excited to be in the race, and we’re just 
waiting for that breakthrough performance we know he has in him. I saw him (Irap) work last weekend at Prairie Meadows, and it was a very nice 
work. I obviously respect the heck out of him. He’s a Grade 2 winner and obviously the class of the field. Somebody is going to have run a heck of a 
race to beat him.”

The entire Indiana Derby field, in post position order with jockey and odds, includes:  Society Beau (James Graham, 15-1); Irap (Mario Gutierrez, 8-5); 
Wild Shot (Corey Lanerie, 8-1); Brockton George (Manuel Cruz, 15-1); Hollywood Handsome (Florent Geroux, 8-1); Han Sense (Joe Bravo, 12-1); 
Top Credentials (Rodney Prescott, 30-1); Awesome Saturday (Brian Hernandez Jr., 8-1); Untrapped (Ricardo Santana Jr., 6-1); Colonelsdarktemper 
(Jon Court, 10-1); and Watch Me Whip (Robby Albarado, 10-1).

Racing begins at 6:05 p.m. for the 10-race Indiana Derby card with purses in excess of $1.1 million. The program includes five other stakes races be-
sides the Indiana Derby, including the Grade III $200,000 Indiana Oaks, which is slated as Race 8 with an estimated post time of 9:11 p.m. The Indiana 
Derby will be Race 9 on the card with an estimated post time of 9:46 p.m. WISH TV, Channel 8, will broadcast the Indiana Oaks and Indiana Derby 
live from 9 until 10 p.m. EST.

About Indiana Grand Racing & Casino: Indiana Grand Racing & Casino holds multiple awards from industry publications for customer service, en-
tertainment, gaming and dining. Located in Shelbyville, Ind., Indiana Grand features 2,200 of the latest slots and electronic table games in addition to 
a one-mile dirt race course and a seven-eighths mile turf course offering live Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing each year. Simulcast wagering 
is also offered year-round at Winner’s Circle Brewpub & OTB located on the casino floor as well as an off-track betting facility located in Clarksville, 
Ind. For more information, please visit www.IndianaGrand.com.
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Irap early favorite for Grade III 
$500,000 Indiana Derby

at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino
Story By Tammy Knox

Below Irap pauses for a drink of water after galloping at Indiana Grand Wednesday, July 
12 led by Exercise Rider Johnny Garcia while groom Danny Robles takes off his bandages.
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