
SHELBYVILLE, Ind.; – Sept. 14, 2016 – She 
proved herself in her first and only start with a 
six and three-quarter win to break her maiden, 
but a step up into stakes action left Defining 
Hope with few backers in the 16th running of 
the $100,000-added City of Anderson Stakes 
Wednesday, Sept. 14. The two-year-old filly 

dug in gamely to defeat race favorite Whistle Stop in a stretch battle to 
remain undefeated in two career starts.

Defining Hope had a task from the start. She left the starting gate from 
post eight with jockey Malcolm Franklin aboard in the six-furlong sprint. 
Whistle Stop and Marcelino Pedroza had a good inside post to show their 
early speed skills and did just that. However, Runaway Rosie and Eddie 
Perez also had the same game plan. They wanted to get on the lead early 
and took over the top spot down the backstretch, keeping Defining Hope 
to their outside and Whistle Stop at their heels, passing the first quarter in 
a swift :22.40 seconds. Heading into the turn, Whistle Stop began to rally, 
shooting between horses.

Halfway through the turn, it became a two-horse race between Whistle 
Stop on the inside and Defining Hope on the outside. The two hit the 
stretch together and both horses dug in gamely. The battle lasted nearly 
the entire length of the stretch before Defining Hope got the advantage at 
the wire, winning by one and three-quarter lengths in a time of 1:11.66. 
Oh So Thirsty and 2016 Leading Jockey Fernando De La Cruz finished 
third.

“My game plan was I wanted to make sure to pressure the three (Whistle 
Stop) and if she wanted to run, I wanted to make her run,” said Franklin. 
“She (Defining Hope) had a clean break and she proved she was the better 
horse today. She’s a little green and has little quirks about her, but I think 
she will grow out of them.”

Defining Hope is owned by first-time racehorse owner Colette Marie 
Vanmatre of Westfield, Ind. Barb McBride trains the daughter of Strong 
Hope. Defining Hope rewarded her backers with $16.40, $4.80, and $3.60 
across the board. The Indiana-bred freshman increased her career bank-
roll to more than $80,000.

“Her mother (On the Point) got hurt in the gate as a two-year-old,” said 
Vanmatre. “I bought her as a three-year-old and bought her just to breed. 
She is my first horse. We bred her at five and this filly stayed at Dr. (Rog-
er) Beam’s in Trafalgar (Indiana) until she was 18 months old and then we 
transferred her down to Margaux Farm near Lexington, Ky.

Margaux Farm broke Defining Hope and got her into training before she 
moved to McBride’s barn in June. McBride said Vanmatre called Herb 
Likens, one of her owners, and asked about a trainer, and Likens for-
warded her to McBride.

“She (Defining Hope) is the only two-year-old filly I have in the barn out 
of seven two-year-olds this year,” said McBride. “She has shown promise 
from day one. She can be tough to handle. In fact, ‘Chilly’ in the barn is 
the only one that can handle her. She can’t walk outside and she can’t 
walk near a fan, but she is getting better and she is such a nice looking 
filly. I just lucked out getting her.”

This is the second straight year McBride has won the City of Anderson 
Stakes. She connected with Special Talent to win the 2015 running of the 
event. McBride is known for her success with young horses and almost 
always has at least one entry in the two-year-old stakes in Indiana. It ap-
pears she may have more coming up from Vanmatre.

“We are going to breed her (Defining Hope’s) mother in the spring,” add-
ed Vanmatre. “We have a yearling colt out of her right now by Indiana sire 
Lentenore that is down at Margaux (Farm).”
Live Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing is conducted Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 2:05 PM EST with Saturday racing beginning at 6:05 PM. The 
120-day season runs through Saturday, Oct. 29.

About Indiana Grand Racing & Casino: Indiana Grand Racing & Casino holds 
multiple awards from industry publications for customer service, entertainment, 
gaming and dining. Located in Shelbyville, Ind., Indiana Grand features 2,200 
of the latest slots and electronic table games in addition to a one-mile dirt race 
course and a seven-eighths mile turf course offering live Thoroughbred and 
Quarter Horse racing each year. Simulcast wagering is also offered year-round 
at Winner’s Circle Brewpub & OTB located on the casino floor as well as an off-
track betting facility located in Clarksville, Ind. For more information, please 
visit www.IndianaGrand.com.
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 Defining Hope surprises in $100,000 City of Anderson
at Indiana Grand Racing & Casino

Ph
ot

o 
by

 L
in

sc
ot

t p
ho

to
gr

ap
hy


