
Lovely Loyree wins $100,000 Indi-
ana General Assembly Distaff at 
Indiana Grand Racing & Casino

SHELBYVILLE, Ind.; – July 16, 2016 – Lovely 
Loyree and Indiana Grand’s leading jockey Fer-
nando De La Cruz sat patiently on the outside of 
pacesetter Cabana and Luis Saez before taking 
control of the race and blazing home for the vic-
tory in the eighth running of the $100,000 Indiana 
General Assembly Distaff, a Listed race on the 
Indiana Derby Night racing program. The win for 

Lovely Loyree was making her first start at Indiana Grand during the one 
and one-sixteenth mile turf race.

Lovely Loyree started from post six in the nine horse field and showed 
just enough early speed to meet up with race favorites Cash Control and 
Shaun Bridgmohan as the field moved in front of the grandstand the first 
time. Cash Control was willing to sit back and let others take the lead, and 
Cabana from post seven was willing to move into the lead position before 
the first turn. De La Cruz sat Lovely Loyree to the outside and kept his 
filly under wraps through modest fractions of :23.03, :47.38 and 1:11.16.

In the final turn, Lovely Loyree was asked for more speed and she deliv-
ered, hitting top gear at the top of the stretch. The five-year-old daughter 
of Cactus Ridge moved ahead by one and one-half lengths, making it 
difficult on her opponents to catch up. Once Cash Call shook free and 
had racing room, she made a move to catch Lovely Loyree but her efforts 
were too late. Lovely Loyree was the winner by a neck at the wire over 
Cash Call. Annulment and Robby Albarado also used a late kick to move 
up for third.

“That was the plan, to put her (Lovely Loyree) in the clearest part and in 
position and wait until the straight,” said De La Cruz. “It was a slow pace 
on the lead, and we were just waiting, waiting and in the stretch took off. 
She got a little tired but she hung around to the wire.”

Lovely Loyree paid $10.20, $4.20 and $3.20 across the board for the win. 
The mare is owned by Martin Nixon’s Feel the Thunder Stable, Margaret 
Burlingham’s Oak Rock Racing, LLC and Terry Biondo. Michele Boyce 
trains the Arlington Park shipper. It was also a chance for Lovely Loyree 
to turn the tables on Cash Control after losing an allowance race to her by 
neck at Churchill Downs last fall.

“I thought I rode a very smart race we were just a victim of circumstanc-
es,” said Bridgmohan of Cash Control. “There was no pace to run at and 
the horse that won it (Lovely Loyree) just got the jump on her and was 
able to hold her off. I thought my filly tried really hard, though.”

It was the second career stakes win for Lovely Loyree and the first of 
2016. The final time of the race was 1:40.80. The Illinois bred mare now 
has in excess of $156,000 in career earnings for Boyce, who is now in her 
21st year as a trainer.

“There was a race comparable last week at Arlington, the Modesty, which 
is graded,” said Boyce. “She’s run twice graded-placed. Being at home 
had a lot of temptation for me to stay there. But looking at the race, I was 
hoping she’d handle this turf course and Fernando knew her, so I said, 
‘Let’s go for it.’ I like this distance better and I like Indiana.”

Boyce recognized the pace of the race was not as quick as expected. 
Boyce did not instruct De La Cruz on the race before she legged him up 
on Lovely Loyree.

“The filly on the lead (Cabana) looked very comfortable running where 
she was, and a lot of them were sitting right behind her ready to pounce, 
too,” said Boyce. “He (De La Cruz) got good position and the good Lord 
smiled on us. I was very surprised. (I told De La Cruz) ‘You’re the inside 
speed.’ And in her race at Arlington, she backed up at the break and prob-
ably lost three lengths. She’s got a lot of natural speed. Fortunately she 
doesn’t mind laying a little bit off of the pace too.”

Live Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing is conducted Tuesday 
through Friday at 2:05 PM EST with Saturday racing beginning at 6:05 
PM. The 120-day season runs through Saturday, Oct. 29. 

 About Indiana Grand Racing & Casino: Indiana Grand Racing & Casi-
no holds multiple awards from industry publications for customer service, 
entertainment, gaming and dining. Located in Shelbyville, Ind., Indiana 
Grand features 2,200 of the latest slots and electronic table games in ad-
dition to a one-mile dirt race course and a seven-eighths mile turf course 
offering live Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing each year. Simul-
cast wagering is also offered year-round at Winner’s Circle Brewpub & 
OTB located on the casino floor as well as an off-track betting facility 
located in Clarksville, Ind. For more information, please visit www.Indi-
anaGrand.com.
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