
Richard Bracho to 
ride in his first Indi-
ana Derby at Indiana 

Grand Racing & Casino

SHELBYVILLE, Ind.; – July 15, 
2016 – Jockey Richard Bracho 
may be somewhat of a stranger 
to racing fans at Indiana Grand, 
but he’s no stranger to success. 
The native of Caracas, Venezuela 
will attempt to add the Grade II 
$500,000-added Indiana Derby 
to his resume when he gets a leg 
up from Trainer Tom Amoss on 
Pilot House in the Saturday, July 
16 race.

Bracho earned more than 2,000 wins while riding for the majority of his 
26-year career in his native Venezuela. He first came to the United States 
in 2003 and rode the Philadelphia Park-Monmouth Park circuit, winning 
almost 100 races. After returning to Venezuela, he returned in 2004 and 
rode at several different places before he got hurt at Monmouth Park, an 
injury that sidelined him for many months due to three fractured ribs and 
three fractured vertebrae. The return for Bracho to the track was in the 
spring of 2005 and he rode through 2006 before returning to Venezuela.

“I have been back and forth a lot to Venezuela since 2003 and raced at a 
lot of different places while I’ve been here (in the United States),” said 
Bracho through Ramiro Torres, who served as the interpreter. “I even rode 
here at Indiana Grand in 2012 and had a good meet, but then went back. 
But I am in the United States now for good. I’m not planning on going 
back to Venezuela.”

It’s understandable why Bracho kept returning to Venezuela. He has a lot 
of success riding in his native country, winning the Simon Bolivar, Ven-
ezuela’s biggest race two times and also captured the prestigious Clasico 
Caribe three times when it was held in his country.

“It (Clasico Caribe) is a race that has bragging rights if you win,” said 
Bracho. “Everyone wants to win that race.”

Bracho will feel right at home stepping up to ride in Indiana’s most presti-
gious and richest race. He has been selected to ride Pilot House from post 
three for Indiana Grand’s four-time leading trainer Tom Amoss. Bracho 
rode the chestnut son of Midshipman to victory over Indiana Grand’s turf 
course in early June and expects him to be tough in the Indiana Derby.

“When I rode him (Pilot House) on the grass, I thought I fit him well,” 
said Bracho. “I have a lot of faith in him and I think he will do well. I will 
try with all of my heart to win this race.”

At odds of 10-1 on the morning line, Bracho knows Pilot House will need 
to be on top of his game to defeat the field assembling for the Indiana 
Derby. And, he will await some instruction from Amoss before he heads 
out for the race.

“The race is tough and there is speed in the race, so I’m not sure where we 
will end up,” said Bracho. “I will wait until Mr. Amoss gives me instruc-
tion and see what he says about the race. But either way, getting a good 
position is key. I have not been on him since his win here, but when I rode 

him last time, he had a lot of heart. I just want to choose the right time to 
let him out and let him run.”

Bracho has gotten a lot of run out of a lot of horses this meet at Indiana 
Grand. He has consistently been among the track’s top five jockeys since 
the beginning of the meet and maintains a top three percentage of over 50 
percent. Many of his 28 wins through Friday, July 15 have been recorded 
on Amoss-trained horses.

“It is an honor to work for Richard (Bracho),” said Torres, who serves as 
his valet. “He is a class act and has done very well here this year. He’s 
going to have a great future riding here.”

Live Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing is conducted Tuesday 
through Friday at 2:05 PM EST with Saturday racing beginning at 6:05 
PM. The 120-day season runs through Saturday, Oct. 29. 

 About Indiana Grand Racing & Casino: Indiana Grand Racing & Casi-
no holds multiple awards from industry publications for customer service, 
entertainment, gaming and dining. Located in Shelbyville, Ind., Indiana 
Grand features 2,200 of the latest slots and electronic table games in ad-
dition to a one-mile dirt race course and a seven-eighths mile turf course 
offering live Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse racing each year. Simul-
cast wagering is also offered year-round at Winner’s Circle Brewpub & 
OTB located on the casino floor as well as an off-track betting facility 
located in Clarksville, Ind. For more information, please visit www.Indi-
anaGrand.com.
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